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HOW TO GET FROM HOT SPRINGS 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL TO THE PUBLIC 

LIBRARY

Leave the Elementary School through the door by 
the office
Go south to the stoplight and turn left
Go 3 blocks and turn right on 16th Street (by 
carwash)
Go 3 blocks and turn left on Canton Street (by 
Bethesda Church and School—also Boys and 
Girls Club)
Go 2 blocks to 14th street and turn right by Butler 
Park
Go 3 blocks then turn left onto Library Drive 
where you see the big log cabin building





START HERE: OUTSIDE THE OFFICE 
OF THE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL



BUTLER PARK PLAYGROUND



PLAYGROUND AT THE LIBRARY



LIBRARY DRIVE



HERE WE ARE!



INFORMATION ABOUT THE 
LIBRARY



BUTLER PARK STRAIGHT ACROSS 
FROM THE LIBRARY

Includes: playground, soccer fields, baseball fields, tennis courts, 
skateboard park, and picnic areas 



WALKING UP TO THE FRONT DOORS



REFLECTIONS OUTSIDE OF 
LIBRARY

There were several cars outside, the parking lot 
was maybe 1/3 to ½ full.
The building is very large, but inviting. There is 
nice landscaping out front and a park with people 
doing several activities across the street from the 
Library.
As I sat out front, someone left with an armload 
of books.
What looked to be a mom and 2 children went in.
Another woman went it, which I later saw inside 
visiting with a teen.



FIRST  VIEW AS WE WALKED IN THE 
DOORS

There are several 
places to sit and 
read or quietly 
visit with others. 
There is a 
beautiful view of 
the Seven Sisters 
(Black Hills) and 
a cozy looking 
fireplace. There 
are magazines 
and books, 
computers, 
DVD’s, and even 
chess games to 
play. It was very 
inviting.







HOW TO GET A LIBRARY CARD:

As seen from the brochure on the previous page, 
it’s free if you live within the Hot Springs City 
Limits and $5 per person or $10 per family 
outside city limits. 
Children MUST have an adult with them, who 
has their name connected to the child’s account.
You need a photo ID and proof of address, such 
as a utility bill.
You can view the Hot Springs Public Library 
card catalog online.
You can access the cyber catalog and e-books for 
your e-reader, ipad, MP3 player, phone, etc.



COMPUTER CARD CATALOG

Card Catalog is in
English only. It is found
inside the doors to the 
right.
The Desk is to the left, or 
right across from these 
computers. There are also
offices behind The Desk 
area.



Directions for checking out an e-book



ENTRANCE IS THE DESK FOR CHECK-
OUT OR HELP AND BEYOND THAT IS 
THE NON-FICTION SECTION, A 
MEETING ROOM AND DVD’S. 



BEYOND THE NON-FICTION IS THE 
YOUNG ADULT/TEEN SECTION AND THE 

COMPUTER ROOM.
There were 3 teenage boys in 
the computer room busy at work
on the computers. Children 
must have parental consent
to use the computers at the
Library (parents and children
have to read the computer 
rules and sign the form) and 
you must have a Library card 
to use the computers. In the 
Young Adult/Teen section there 
was a teenage girl curled up in a 
chair reading. In the DVD 
section
an adult and a child were
looking for a DVD to check out.



TO THE RIGHT OF THE ENTRANCE ARE 
FICTION BOOKS, TWEEN SECTION AND 
THE CHILDREN’S ROOM, ALONG WITH 
RESTROOMS, DRINKING FOUNTAIN, A 
MEETING ROOM AND 3 COMPUTERS.

There was a tween
(ages 9-12) looking for 
a book. I saw a Librarian
helping her in the tween
section later on. There 
were people at 2 of the
3 computers. The
children’s section was
empty. 



Since we were to pretend to be
a 10 year old Spanish speaking 
child, I looked a little more closely 
at the tween section. I know 4th

grade students are usually 10
years old and this would be the
area for most of their reading 
levels.
There was a fair selection of tween
books along with a cozy place to 
sit and enjoy them.



CHILDREN’S SECTION: TREASURE 
TROVE

The Children’s Section is very inviting
for young kids. It’s located just past
the Tween section. I have observed
many happy children here before, 
there just weren’t any here today.



REFLECTIONS ABOUT LIBRARY 
EXPERIENCE

Signs are easily visible, but only in English
I took my 15 year old daughter with me since she 
is taking Spanish II this semester. She asked the 
Librarian at the desk “Where are the Spanish 
books?” in Spanish. The Librarian looked at me 
somewhat puzzled, put her hands on her head 
and attempted to say something to communicate 
back. She then said she doesn’t speak Spanish 
and that she didn’t think any of the other 
Librarians did either, as several of us from this 
class had already been in prior to the day we 
were there. 
She said there are only 3 Spanish written books 
in their collection, and they were all 3 already 
checked out. 



The Librarian said there are a few books teaching “How to”
speak another language, Spanish and Lakota were 
available. There are cd’s to learn to speak another 
language. There is also a new website linked to the Hot 
Springs Library website called Mango, which can be used 
to learn 40 different languages for free. 



INTERLIBRARY LOAN
Patrons can order any book through Interlibrary 
Loan from another Library within the state, or 
even the world. 
They must know the specific book title they want 
to borrow and it’s helpful to know the author.
Books can be ordered with the request of 
borrowing the Spanish written copy (or other 
language). 
Get a form from the Library Desk, fill it out and 
ask the Librarian to look for your book in your 
language.
If they can’t locate it in the state of South 
Dakota, they look in the states in our region/area 
and expand to a larger search if needed.





OVERALL EXPERIENCE IN THE HOT 
SPRINGS PUBLIC LIBRARY

The Librarian was friendly and tried to help, but would not have
been able to help a Spanish speaking person. 
There aren’t many books printed in other languages, due to there 
not being any demand for that in our area. 
I do think the Library is very inviting and the staff were friendly 
and tried to be helpful.
Even though I do personally know many of the Library staff, I 
did not know the person who helped us the day I brought my 
daughter in to help with this project. I later went back with more 
questions and spoke with someone I did know. Most of my 
information and experience came from my encounter with an 
unknown staff member.
IF the person speaking another language had someone to 
translate or to help them write what they want to borrow, it 
could be done through Interlibrary loan in order to have 
materials in their own language. 
It’s not an easy task for a non-English speaker to find a book in 
their language, or to be able to communicate their needs in order 
to get help, but it can be done with some effort and extra help in 
communicating.


