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• The purpose of this presentation is to 
demonstrate ways that participants 
can find their own unique and 
authentic voice, which leads to 
advocacy and activism. Multiple 
paths to advocacy and activism will 
be considered.
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What I Plan To Do

• a couple of personal examples
• the HEROES of advocacy/action
• a student advocating
• Blueberry Story/Jamie Vollmer
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Paulo Freire

• To Name

• To Reflect Critically

• To Act
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The Value of the Narrative

• Our stories matters.

• Focus on one story which tells a 
greater story.
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In An Evil State, Far, Far Away

http://usmap.wordpress.com

•Wink, J. (2005, pp. 4&5). Critical pedagogy: Notes 
from the Real World
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Ride in My ‘Lil Red Chile

The Cracker Barrel
Collaborate/Support

Where do we find support?

From our colleagues and
In our professional organizations.

Retrieved from www.joanwink.com/scheditems/Adovcacy_and_Activism_TESOL_2010.ppt.pdf



Letters to the Editor

• Steve Krashen
• Susan Ohanian
• Priscilla Gutierrez
• Jim Crawford
• Duane Campbell
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Susan Ohanian
•Alliance for Childhood
http://Allianceforchildhood.org

•What does a good school look like?
http://susanohanian.org/show_commentaries.php?id=742

•Stop National Standards
http://stopnationalstandards.org

•Resisters’ Letters
http://susanohanian.org/letters.php
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Deborah Meier and Diane Ravitch

• Deborah Meier Symposium
• April 17, 2010, Remapping Progressive Education
• meiersymposium@gmail.com
• Blog on Education
• Small Schools and Choice Revisited
• Bridging Differences
• blogs.edweek.org/edweek/Bridging-Differences/
• The Forum for Education and Democracy
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Women of Substance
Maxine Greene
Challenges us to “awakedness.”
http://www.maxinegreene.org/about_maxine_greene.html

Nel Noddings – “incurable domestic”
Critical Care
http://www.infed.org/thinkers/noddings.htm

Deborah Meier and Diane Ravitch
http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/Bridging-Differences

Sonia Nieto
http://sonianieto.com/

bell hooks – Too “muchness” of life
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NCLB: Truth and 
Consequences

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hSTz
LILQx3c&feature=related
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Larry Fleischer

• ASL Rose Newsletter
http://www.aslrose.com/nlv3n7a.php
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Professional Organizations
•TESOL
http://www.tesol.org

•The Institute for Language and Ed Policy
http://www.elladvocates.org

•Forum for Education and Democracy
http://forumforeducation.org
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Library Mapping
http://www.joanwink.com/charts/librarymapping.pdf

Purpose: to introduce families and teachers to the 
libraries which are available for the students in 
the students’ neighborhoods.  This activity is 
designed specifically to experience a community 
library from the perspective of a student who is 
still in the process of acquiring English.  This 
activity could easily be adapted for other target 
groups of students; for example, a teacher who 
lives in an upper middle class community and 
who teaches students from lower socio-
economic communities, is encouraged to visit 
libraries in the neighborhood of the students 
where s/he teaches.
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Introduction to the Activity
• The leader begins by preparing a map of the community.  

This can be done on an overhead transparency, the 
chalkboard, large paper, a handout, computer with data 
projector, etc.  

• The point is to begin with the something very concrete, a 
map, so the participants can visualize as the activity is 
introduced.  During the introduction, the lead person 
marks the libraries, the various communities, and the 
public transportation routes. During the week, the 
families and teachers are asked to visit the libraries with 
the following instructions.

• Find the library in the neighborhood of the students in 
your school. 

• Use public transportation to go to this library.
• Before entering the library, sit outside alone for 10 – 15 

minutes. Takes notes to capture your experiences with 
public transportation. In your field notes, write anything 
which captures your 5 senses as you sit in front of the 
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• Before entering the library, visualize yourself as a 
10-year-old who has recently moved to this 
country from Mexico. You are an avid reader and 
want to find a good book for the weekend. 
Spanish is your dominant language; you are still 
very uncomfortable using any of your emerging 
oral English. 

• Enter the library alone.
• Do not use English while in the library.
• Map the inside of the library; locate the books in 

your language.
• Sit at a table near these books.
• Describe the library in one paragraph from this 

vantage point.
• Describe the quality and quantity of books in your 

language.
• Check out two books.
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Reflection in the following family/teacher 
program evening:

• The leaders graphs the range of findings into the 
following categories:

• The availability of the books (quality and quantity)
• The availability of transportation to the libraries
• Personal interactions within the library

Follow-up Action 
• The best part of this activity: What do you as a 

group and as an individual decide to do with what 
you have learned?  You tell us.
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Blueberry Story
Jamie Vollmer

http://jamievollmer.com/blueberry_story.html
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What

When 

Why 

How
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