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Student CharacteristicsStudent Characteristics
ESL/ELDESL/ELD

Designed for early language Designed for early language 
learnerslearners

Oral EnglishOral English
Conversational EnglishConversational English

Language, plus content Language, plus content 
(when possible)(when possible)

•• Most are recent arrivals Most are recent arrivals 
to the USto the US

•• English is not home English is not home 
language (L1)language (L1)

•• May or may not have May or may not have 
academic skills in L1academic skills in L1

Sheltered Content Sheltered Content 
InstructionInstruction

Designed for intermediate Designed for intermediate 
language learnerslanguage learners

Academic language in Academic language in 
contentcontent

•• Approaching Approaching 
redesignationredesignation

•• Some born in US homes Some born in US homes 
where English is not L1, where English is not L1, 
some born outside of USsome born outside of US
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ELD and SDAIE Lessons:ELD and SDAIE Lessons:
Similarities and DifferencesSimilarities and Differences

SDAIE/
Sheltered
Content
Intermediate

Language
Learners

ELD/ESL
Early Language 

Learners

Maintain 
low 

affective filter

Use a 
multi-sensory 

approach

Scaffolds 
key 

concepts

Front 
loads 
vocab

Primary focus
on academic

content

Develops all
4 strands

Differentiation
intended for 
all students

Prior 
knowledge

Primary focus 
on

language
acquisition

This graphic organizer is based on the concepts and 
designs created by Thinking Maps, Inc.

Primary 
language 

can be 
used as a 
support

Develop 
Academic 
English

L1 supports
but

English is 
dominant
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The Fundamental DifferenceThe Fundamental Difference
BetweenBetween ELD/ESLELD/ESL andand

SDAIE/ShelteredSDAIE/Sheltered

ELD/ESL students ELD/ESL students 
are are learning learning how how 
to listen, speak, to listen, speak, 
read, and write in read, and write in 
Academic English.Academic English.

SDAIE/Sheltered    SDAIE/Sheltered    
students are students are usingusing
Academic English Academic English 
skills in reading, skills in reading, 
writing,writing, listening, listening, 
speaking to learn speaking to learn 
content.content.
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Develop 
Academic 
English
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