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Spiral of Learning



Spiral of Literacy
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Spiral of Literacy – You and Students and Families
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The Vygotskian Metaphor of Water



Language and Thought Dynamic

Wink & Putney, 2002, A Vision of Vygotsky, p. xxvi



How can you take this notion back to your 
own classroom?



Zone of Proximal Development

The distance between the actual developmental level 
as determined by independent problem solving and 
the level of potential development as determined 
through problem solving under adult guidance or in 
collaboration with more capable peers.

(Vygotsky, 1978, p. 86) 

What the child can do in cooperation today s/he can 
do alone tomorrow.
– Therefore, the only good kind of instruction is that which 

marches ahead of development and leads it.
(Vygotsky, 1986, p. 188)



ZPD as 
a Hot Air 
Balloon 
Ride

Wink & Putney, 2002, A Vision of Vygotsky, p. 88.



How will you facilitate learning in the Zone of 
Proximal Development?



Sociocultural Context
Instruction, after all, 
does not begin in 
school.

– (Vygotsky, 1986,  p. 208)

Wink, 2000, p. 96; Wink & Putney, 2002, p. 75



How do you link learning to the sociocultural 
context of the students?



3 Perspectives of Pedagogy

The educational process 
is an active one on three 
levels:
– Student is active
– Teacher is active
– Environment created 

between them is an 
active one

(Vygotsky, 1997, p.54)

Wink, 2005, Critical Pedagogy, p. 178



Vygotsky’s Pedagogical Considerations

Begin instruction with
– What is familiar to students, and 
– What arouses their interests naturally

Interconnect Topics
– insures common interest around a theme

Focus Instruction
– review and relate topics
– add new facts, generalizations, conclusions
– unfold learning from a new perspective

(Vygotsky, 1997, p. 86)



So what gets students excited about 
learning in your classroom?

Art
Music
Skateboarding
Dinosaurs?
– How will you link their classroom learning from 

your curriculum to something they really want to 
know?



Action 
Research 
Cycle



Venn 
Diagram


