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There is, however, a deeper generalization that is
consistent with testing research as well as other
research and observations: We retain facts and learn
concepts when they help us solve problems. Tests are a
crude way of doing this. More interesting, and
potentially more effective than frequent tests, are
projects that involve interesting problems to solve.
That is the way we continue to build our knowledge and
learn new concepts after we finish school.
One excellent way of integrating problem solving into
our classrooms is through writing. Several studies
confirm that writing about topics is an excellent way
of ensuring learning.
Frank Smith has pointed out that if a fact or idea is
important enough to us, only one exposure to it is
enough; no effortful retrieval, testing, or even
writing is needed. Most of us needed to hear only once
who was declared the winner of the 2000 presidential
election to remember it even years later. This insight
also explains why this poem is nonsense: "Do you love
me/Or do you not?/You told me once/But I forgot."
There will be no test on the contents of this letter.
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Other Resources Found on the Web
American Indian Language. http://language.native.org
American Indian Language Development Institute (AILDI).
http://www.u.arizona.edu/~aildi/
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Americans/ index.shtml
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speaking to BCTF AGM 1999 delegates
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"In a number of states...we've had an increased retention of students in
grade so that their test scores look better and an increase in pushing kids
into special education where their test scores won't count, and an increase
in excluding kids from school altogether to get the average test scores of
the school up because the easiest way to get your average score up is to
push kids out of school"
"It's very easy to create dysfunctional incentives with systems of
accountability like that. We saw a similar thing in medicine in New York
State. They began to rate cardiology surgeons on mortality rates. They
did! They discovered that in western New York most of the doctors were
sending their most egregious cases to Ohio because they were afraid to
treat the most medically needy patients"
"Accountability is a means by which individuals or organizations take
responsibility for their actions so that those who depend on them can be
assured that there are some safeguards in place to encourage good
practices and to prevent bad practices or abuses, to have some course of
redress for problems that arise and to have some assurance of equitable
and fair treatment."
She adds that we need to talk about "who's accountable for what" and
notes that if you're going to have an accountability system you need to talk
about what the state government is "responsible" for, and she notes that
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we don't talk about "policy maker" accountability. Set in the context of a
frame of "responsibility" this fits into the nurturing parent model of Moral
Order. If you are raising children to be free from harm, and standardized
tests cause harm to children (as many of you on this list know) its
"irresponsible" to be subjecting them to the mass testing regime.
Responsibility as a way to reframe accountability? Because if our
approach is the nurturing parent responsible one, then by implication, the
other is irresponsible. And would a lot of parents want their children to be
treated irresponsibly?
Educator Roundtable
http://www.educatorroundtable.org
http://www.educatorroundtable.net
http://www.educatorroundtable.org/democracy.html
Please note that this is actually 2 related cites: a .org and a .net.
Excellent.
FairTest
www.fairtest.org
Excellent.
Institute for Language and Education Policy.
elladvoc@asu.edu
Excellent resource.
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Researchers quoted in "You Will Be Tested on This"
(The Chronicle, June 8) think that better retention
comes from repeated "effortful retrieval," and that
the best way to ensure this happens is with frequent
testing. There is, however, a deeper generalization that is
consistent with testing research as well as other
research and observations: We retain facts and learn
concepts when they help us solve problems. Tests are a
crude way of doing this. More interesting, and
potentially more effective than frequent tests, are
projects that involve interesting problems to solve.
That is the way we continue to build our knowledge and
learn new concepts after we finish school. One
excellent way of integrating problem solving into
our classrooms is through writing. Several studies
confirm that writing about topics is an excellent way
of ensuring learning. Frank Smith has pointed out
that if a fact or idea is important enough to us,
only one exposure to it is enough; no effortful retrieval, testing, or even
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writing is needed. Most of us needed to hear only once
who was declared the winner of the 2000 presidential
election to remember it even years later. This insight
also explains why this poem is nonsense: "Do you love
me/Or do you not?/You told me once/But I forgot."
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Meier and Ravitch. http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/Bridging-Differences/
Native American Languages Preservation Act 2006 H, R. 4766.
http://www.elladvocates.org/issuebriefs.html#assessment
Assessment has been a very important issue over the last years in our
schools. Children are not able to continue with subject matter to do
standardized testing for a period of 3-5 days during the assessment
period. It is amazing that parents whose children are considered ELL’s
were not informed of the procedure of the standardized testing. The only
information that parents had regarding this issue was communicated to
them from their children’s assumptions of the assessment procedure or
from their own background information. However, the parents have
signed documents for accommodations for their children.
Native American Languages Preservation Act 2006. H, R. 4766.
http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=109_
cong_bills&docid=f:h4766rfs.txt.pdf
NativeWeb Resources: Native American Languages.
http://www.nativeweb.org/
resources/languages_linguistics/native_american_languages/
Ohanian, Susan
www.susanohanian.net
An excellent, up-to-date cite on literacy/testing/schooling.
Standardized Testing. http://www.elladvocates.org/ documents/nclb/Monroe
Standardized_Testing_for_ELLs.pdf
Sternberg, R.J. (2007, February 19). A nation left behind: How and why bad
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Strauss, V. (2007, March 26) p. B02. Washington Post.
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wpdyn/content/article/2007/03/25/AR2007032501089.html
Standardized testing does not tell accountability because children may
not feel the same every time they are tested, and they would not get the
same score every time they take it. Not all standardized testing will be
able to measure the special education students’ improvement in reading
because they need different types of assessment. It is important to point
out that even if the tests showed some accountability, they are not used
with the purpose of teaching kids. In the other hand, they are only used
as numbers that tell the intelligence of schools.
The Rubric Bank. http://intranet.cps.k12.il.us/Assessments /Ideas_and_/Rubric_
Bank/rubric_bank.html
Year End Project Rubrics http://www.glenbrook.k12.il.us/gbssci/phys/projects/
yep/endoyrubyeprub.html
www.JoanWink.com
WinkWorld, Table of Contents
Periodically, I post the Table of Contents for WinkWorld for your convenience. In
addition, some students and I have been organizing various URLs, which we
needed for other reasons. For your convenience
www.joanwink.com/newsletter/archive.html
Critical Pedagogy
http://www.joanwink.com/cp2toc.html
http://www.joanwink.com/cp-177.html
http://www.joanwink.com/cp-buttercup.html
http://www.joanwink.com/cp-freire.html
http://www.joanwink.com/cp-immersion.html
http://www.joanwink.com/cp-jon.html
http://www.joanwink.com/cp-real.html
http://www.joanwink.com/cp3/cp3_new.html
http://www.joanwink.com/cp3/cp3_toc.html
http://www.joanwink.com/cp3/cp3_jontowyatt.html
http://www.joanwink.com/cp3/cp3_freire.html
http://www.joanwink.com/cpqanda.html
A Vision of Vygotsky citations, which are available on www.JoanWink.com
http://www.joanwink.com/scheditems/vyg-urls-june07.pdf
Free Voluntary Reading, Krashen, Shin, Marson
http://www.sdkrashen.com/articles/pac5/index.html
http://www.schoollibraryjournal.com/article/CA6367048.html
http://www.sdkrashen.com/articles/freakonomics/index.html
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http://www.sdkrashen.com/articles/homerun/index.html
http://www.sdkrashen.com/articles/comicbook/index.html
http://www.sdkrashen.com/articles/homerun2/index.html
Shin and Krashen, Summer reading: Program and evidence
http://www.allynbaconmerrill.com/bookstore/product.asp?isbn=0205504892&rl=1
William Marson, Free Voluntary Reading Pays Big Dividends
http://www.education-world.com/a_curr/curr007.shtml
Even Wikipedia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Recreational_reading
Student Treasures on www.JoanWink.com
Jennifer Thompson, an entry-level student in the credential program, created
these 3 graphics during one of our classes. Enjoy.
Graphic #1- http://www.joanwink.com/newsletter/2007/edms4100_1a.pdf
Graphic #2- http://www.joanwink.com/newsletter/2007/edms4100_2a.pdf
Graphic #3- http://www.joanwink.com/newsletter/2007/edms4100_3a.pdf
Natalie den Dulk did an overview of the content for the first 6 weeks of our
foundations class.
http://www.joanwink.com/newsletter/2007/Summary_of_Learning.pdf
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