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LEVELS OF LANGUAGE ACQUISITION 
 

TESOL 
2009 

TESOL 
Historically 

CA 
 

CUMMINS’ 
QUADRANT 

3 
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Starting 
 
 
 
  
Emerging 
 
 
 
  
Developing 
 
 
 
 
  
Expanding 
 
 
 
 
Bridging 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Preproduction 
 
 
 
 
Early Production 
 
 
 
 
Speech 
Emergence 
 
 
 
 
Intermediate 
Fluency 

 
 
Beginning 
 
 
 
Early 
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Early Advanced 
 
 
 
 
Advanced 
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Language 
Learner 
 
 
Intermediate 
Language 
Learner 
 
 
Later  
Language  
Learner 
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