
Sociocultural Teaching 
and Learning

Instruction, after all, does not 
begin in school.

• (Vygotsky, 1986,  p. 208)
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Puzzle of 
Learning
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Sam:  A Teaching Timeline
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Student in the Center
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Zone of Proximal 
Development

What the child can do in 
cooperation today he can do 
alone tomorrow.
Therefore, the only good kind of 
instruction is that which 
marches ahead of development 
and leads it.

• (Vygotsky, 1986, p. 188)
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Hot Air 
Balloon
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Step Theory

Stage Theory

Tidal Wave Theory

Zebroski:  Three Illustrations of 
Development
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Interpersonal 
and 

Intrapersonal 
Communication

Internalization: An 
INTERpersonal

process

transformed into an 
INTRApersonal one

until we share 
again with others

Vygotsky, 
1978
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Integrating 
Scientific and 
Spontaneous 

Concepts
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A Head 
Taller in Play

Play mediates 
the learning of 
children

In play, children 
become a head 
taller than their 
currents 
selves.

Vygotsky, 1978

Play Creates a ZPD
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Vygotsky’s Pedagogical 
Considerations

Topics must be interconnected
• insures common interest around a theme
Focus instruction
• review and relate topics
• add new facts, generalizations,conclusions
• unfold learning from a new perspective
Begin instruction with 
• what is familiar to students, and 
• with what arouses their interests naturally

• (Vygotsky, 1997, p. 86)
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