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Our purpose is. . . 
•to examine and explain Vygotsky’s Principal Principles, HEAPS, & spiral staircase (20 minutes) 
•to demonstrate how to integrate these constructs into classroom practice through newsletters (15 minutes with 5 minutes for Q&A)
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Reformulating Vygotsky’s Principal Principles into Visual Representation: Newsletters from the Field
LeAnn Putney, Ph.D. and Joan Wink, Ph.D.
Tuesday, February 26, 12:00 to 1 p.m., Reno 1



ABSTRACT
This workshop demonstrates using visual material in the form of newsletters to make abstract concepts more relatable to learners. Utilizing Vygotsky’s theories, we first share his pedagogical concepts through graphic representations in Power Point to clarify and construct local meanings of his work. We then demonstrate how to turn complex information into a shareable newsletter format that we have found to be a conceptual bridge between the academic language of research and conceptual texts and oral lecture. The newsletter format links in-class lecture with outside of class readings and becomes a way of scaffolding learning among students. The newsletters also may become an outcome or product of project-based learning in K-20+ educational settings. 
Thought & Language
Sociocultural Context
ZPD
Sociocutua;

THREE PRINCIPAL PRINCIPLES

1. Language & Thought 
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3.  ZPD 
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2.  Sociocultural Context 
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Integrating All Three 			VYGOTSKY’S PRINCIPAL PRINCIPLES RELATED TO  CONCEPT DEVELOPMENT
HEAPS
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SPIRAL STAIRCASE

As spontaneous concepts work upward, they clear a path for scientific concepts to become realized.

Where they meet defines the ZPD.

















INTEGRATING VYGOTSKY INTO YOUR 
[image: ]CLASSROOM WITH NEWSLETTER EXAMPLES:
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HOW TO CREATE A NEWSLETTER
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Who was Uygotsky?

Lev'S. Vygotsky (1896-1934) -
born in 1896 in the town of Ors-
ha, in Belorussia in northern Rus-
sia to a middle class Jewish family,
Vygotsky became a prominent
psychologist in post-revolutionary
Russia.

Within the first year of hislife, his
family moved to Gomel where his
father was a banking executive and
his mother was a licensed teacher
who surrounded their eight chil-
dren with books, ideas, and con-
versation that would influence his
‘work in psychology and pedagogy
later in lfe.

His genius surfaced early in his life
‘when he attended private prepara-
tory school after completing the

primary level with independent
study with a private tutor, who
dialogued with him by implementing
the Socratic method of question
and answer. Even at this stage, he
‘was interested in a wide range of
academic pursuits.

During these early secondary
school years, his intellect was obvi-
ous to the professors who sur-
rounded him. He excelled in math
and in classical studies, but was
keenly attracted to literature, thea-
ter, and poetry. In addition, he was
fluent in many languages and was an
avid speed-reader (Blanck, 1990;

Wink & Putney, 2002)

‘When Vygotsky first prepared to
enter the university, a quota system

Visually Vygotsky

kept Jewish student enrollment to
only 3%, which was further compli-
cated by the imposition of a lottery
system. In spite of these odds,
Vygotsky was accepted first as a
medical student, but, later, he
changed his area of study to law. To
satisfy his avid interest in the human-
ities, he enrolled in another universi-
ty at the same time, studying philos-
ophy and psychology while also fo-

cusing on literary criticism.

In 1917, Vygotsky graduated from
both universities and returned home
to Gomel where his family suffered
greatly from illness and his town was
still occupied by German forces.
Both his mother and youngest
brother were suffering from tuber-

ind Vygotsky cared for both

'Vygotsky’s Beginnings

Lev Vygotsky married Rosa Noevna
Smekhova in 1924. They had two
daughters; Gita the eldest became
an educational psychologist, while
Asya was a specialist in biophysics.
Rosa kept her spirits up during
Vygotsky's illness, and she worked
to take care of handicapped chil-
dren after his death in 1934 Rosa
died in 1979, and Asya died in 1985.
Gita is now retired, living in Mos-
cow, and continues to publish
‘works about her father.

Shortly after his marriage to Rosa,
Vygotsky became even more dedi-
cated to developing a new psychol-
ogy. He was invited to give a speech
at a major scientific conference in
Leningrad (then Petrograd) in 1924.
Itis often noted that Vygotsky be-
gan his work in psychology at this
point in time, when he first attract-
ed the attention of Alexander Luria

in Educational Psychology

(and many others) with his presen-
tations. Later to become an assoc-
ate of Vygotsky, Luria advised the
Director of the Institute of Psychol-
ogy to bring Vygotsky on board at
the institute in Moscow.

However, to label this as the begin-
ning of his work could be mislead-
ing, for as Yaroshevsky (1989)
pointedly noted, Vygotsky would
not have been able to attract such
attention from noted scientists if he
had not first focused his work while
teaching in Gomel. “What was con-
ceived and matured in Gomel, saw
light, developed and transformed in

Moscow” (pp. 94-95).

After his appointment with the Insti-
tute of Psychology in 1924, Vygot-

sky devoted his lfe to the pursuit of
a new psychology, aimed toward the

development of consciousness,
‘which was in direct opposition to
the behaviorist tradition, espoused
by his contemporary, Pavlov, that
was prevalent at that time. As part
of his work in this area, Vygotsky
(1997) wrote an educational psy-
chology text, for teachers from
lectures he delivered as part of his
educational psychology course (first

published in 1926 in Russian).

According to V.V. Davydov (1997),
this textbook signaled a significant
shift in Vygotsky's creative lfe. It
‘was after this work was completed
that he undertook major experi-
ments in psychology with his col-
leagues, work that would contradict
the concepts that were basic com-
ponents of many psychology

schools, including the influential
American behaviorist schools at that

time.





image11.jpg
Newsletter
Page 2

Tt « Insert Graphics,
Charts, Photos,
Clipart

« Insert Text to explain
Graphics

« Arrange leaving
“white space”
between sections

j .

g of GRAPHC





image12.jpg
MENTORING
NEWSLETTER

+ Find a template
* Microsoft Word
* Included
* Online
* Microsoft Publisher
* Adobe
+ Pages for Mac
* Use Smart Art Text to
add some specialized

text





image1.png
VISUALLY VYGOTSKY Vol I, Issue 4

Vygotsky as Mentor: John-Steiner and Meehan (2000, p. 37) describe | Teaching A8 Mentoring:

“distant teact
think and rethink wellas our
o o Vatoskan

processes. In our own studies of Vygotsky's work (Wink & Putney, 2002), | e insadase we o
we refer to Vygotsky as a distant mentor or a mentor from the past who | Wil wermae malab o

present. Letter, p. 1).
Inthis newsletter we discuss various aspects of teachers as mentors, | Gk rsusang ard
students | mentors for each oth

n
learning through interaction with others.

and
Resdng
forpos
and expads, relacion st cur o work. eatve
ottt oo
ot conex ook bcastemat
050 ameniorg lacher whats ey
crticalforus o know sbout ho o v
nscicn, | cafood a5
staca, 3 prodios -
iy vl Thought & Language
~asaure | v’ g needs” (G °
o hosd apand o Gschs | 0.4 A P s oy 5"""‘“"2‘:;'“"‘9“

yetatth eve of  dtan mertor

Proximal Development rorng, then, s laed 0 doas that
ZPD: What the chid can do in mmam ananwm ‘buikd and
omcrtow (Vygolky, 1965, p. 18). sty

Inside this ssue:
Vygotsiy's Theories: 3 Principal Principles
Thought & Language, Sociocultural Context, 2P0
Teaching as an Act of Mentoring.
Proximal and Distant Mentoring ~ What, Why & How





image2.png
. Dynamic and reciprocal development
. Transformation & new directions

. Deeper & deeper structures grow

. Enriched by linkages & connections

Experience

Thinking

Experience -
Speaking Experience

Experience

Experience




