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Steve Krashen (2014) talks about free voluntary reading as the path to literacy in this 54 minute video. 

In the video he explains the importance of reading for academic success. Krashen explains that students 
need comprehensible input that is interesting. Interesting stories bridge to Free Voluntary Reading, 
which eventually can bridge to academic (specialized) reading. Krashen reviews standardized testing 
gains achieved by students who participate in free voluntary reading, (b) discusses the results of the 
Pearl exam as it relates to students and their parents who are readers, (c) discusses the importance of 
good libraries, which can offset academic limitations due to poverty. 

Textbook vs story book Dr. Stephen Krashen full speech. (2014). Retrieved August 29, 2015, 
from https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=40S7clwRXxs 

 
Steve Krashen (2015) presents British Council Interviews at the 1st International ELT Symposium at 
Yildiz Technical University’s School of Foreign Language. This is a three part presentation, each about 
20 minutes in length. 

In the videos Krashen compares the Comprehension Hypothesis to the Skill Building Hypothesis. He 
goes on to explain why the Comprehension Hypothesis wins in study after study when it comes to 
student language acquisition. Krashen states that students need comprehensible input that is interesting. 
With comprehensible input, acquisition can occur without learning. Reading is comprehensible input 
that needs to be self-selected. He also reviews how technology is getting kids to read and write more 
than ever before even if it isn’t academic reading and writing. Finally, he reviews Rosetta Stone, 
Accelerated Reading and accent software. 

Saka, D. (2015, Feb 17). British Council Interviews Stephen Krashen Part 1. Retrieved Sep 4, 
2015, from Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UgdMsOcSXkQ 

Saka, D. (2015, Feb 17). British Council Interviews Stephen Krashen Part 1. Retrieved Sep 4, 
2015, from Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6XRwCN-MANs 

Saka, D. (2015, Feb 17). British Council Interviews Stephen Krashen Part 1. Retrieved Sep 4, 
2015, from Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EzB16jBtf6E 

 
Stephen Krashen (2015) states that there is a war going on in literacy between those that believe in 
comprehensible input versus skill building in this 68 minute video. 



  

Krashen discusses the elements of both the Comprehensible Input Hypothesis and the Skill Building 
Hypothesis while integrating anecdotes that define each area. He shares his belief that reading is the 
foundation of literacy. Stories, whether by listening or shared reading, leads to Free Voluntary Reading, 
ultimately leads to academic reading and learning. Krashen also discusses the importance of writing to 
help learners think. He reviews the classic principles of the composing process in which learning occurs. 

Stephen Krashen, Professor Emeritus, University of Southern California at New York College. 
(2015, Apr 3). New York College. Retrieved Aug 30, 2015, from https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=X-j9vKM-jwl 

 
Dr. Stephen Krashen (2014) defends the importance of libraries and librarians in this brief five minute 
video at the Los Angeles Unified School District. 

Dr. Krashen points out that the better the school library, the higher the test scores. He goes on to share 
statistics that prove better libraries, those with more than 500 books, can offset the effects of poverty on 
learning. He ends his speech with a proposal about technology. 

Dr. Stephen Krashen defends libraries at LAUSD Board Meeting (2014, Feb 11). Retrieved from 
Youtube: https//www.youtube.com/watch?t=62&v=JAui0OGfHQY 

 

Steve Krashen (2012 discusses his book, The Power of Reading, and the power of Free Voluntary 
Reading in this 56 minute video. 

In his classic humorous presentation style, Krashen talks about FVR (Free Voluntary Reading) and its 
impact on literacy. Kids that read score higher on standardized tests. Libraries, especially libraries with 
500+ books, can offset the effects of poverty on learning. Krashen also talks about light reading such as 
comic books, magazines and newspapers as a stepping stone to more involved reading. Krashen imparts 
important ideas that prove reading is the foundation for improved literacy and academic success. 

Krashen S. (2012, Apr 5). The power of reading. Retrieved Aug 30, 2015, from 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DSW7gmvDLag 

 
Steve Krashen (2012, November 13). Second Language Acquisition, Pagoda Academy in Busan, Korea. 
47 minutes. 

A classic overview of language acquisition and Free Voluntary Reading (FVR).  In this video Krashen 
shared with a group of teachers and students in Korea.  This presentation is filmed in a classroom, and 



  

the acoustics are good.  The classroom atmosphere is quite informal, and this videos captures Krashen’s 
delightful personality. 

Krashen, S. (2012, November 13). Second language acquisition. Retrieved September 22, 2015 from 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=shgRN32ubag


